
U.S. History Final Exam Study Guide:  Fall 2012 
 

 

 

 

  Strategies for Success:   

 Do not wait until the last minute to try and complete the entire guide! Use classtime wisely to work on the guide & review. Working 

with a partner is fine, but copying straight from someone else’s guide = CHEATING! 

 Use a textbook/internet combo to get thorough, specific answers to each question or topic. DO NOT COPY & PASTE FROM 

THE INTERNET!  That is CHEATING (and the answers are usually wrong) 

 You may write answers on this sheet, on a separate sheet, or you can type answers. Please number your responses. 

 This guide will be available online. Have your study guide with you in class at ALL TIMES! 

 Your peers are your best source of review. It would be very wise to hold a study session – or 2 or 3 – with your friends who are 

taking U.S.  History. Remember that this is a tool to GUIDE you in your studying; it’s not meant to replace studying altogether! 
 
 

 Unit One:      

1. Explain the factors that led to the colonization of the continent of N. America using the following factors: 

 a. national rivalry 

 b. religious persecution 

 c. economic opportunity 

 d. political unrest 

 

2. Briefly describe and explain the social, political, religious, and economic patterns that developed in the following: 

 a. southern colonies 

 b. middle colonies 

 c. New England colonies 

 

3. Who fought the French and Indian War? 

 

4. List the causes of the French and Indian War 

 

5. Why did the NAs fight in the war? 

 

6. What were the effects of the French and Indian War? Make sure you include the effects on France, Britain, NAs, and the colonies. 

 

Unit Two:     

 

1. What events demonstrate the conflict bt Great Britain and the American colonies 

 

2. Explain the causes of the American Revolution 

 

3. List the causes of the Declaration of Independence, results of the Declaration, and the ideas presented in the declaration. 

 

4. What was the purpose of a formal declaration of independence? 

 

5. Explain the role of the Loyalists and the Patriots and the motives of each group 
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6. What were the military strengths and weaknesses of the U.S. and Britain in the Rev. War? 

 

7. Explain who won, why they won, and the result of the battle: 

 a. New York 

 b. Trenton 

 c. Philadelphia 

 d. Saratoga 

 e. Yorktown 

 

8. Explain the significance of the Treaty of Paris 

 

9. What were the beliefs, values, and contributions of George Washington and Ben Franklin? 

 

10. What were the Articles of Confederation? 

 

11. Why did the states fear a strong central govt. 

 

12. In what ways was the confederation too weak to handle the nation’s problems? 

 

13. What did Shay’s Rebellion highlight for many Americans? 

 

14 What issues and events led to the Constitutional Convention? 

 

15. What 3 major conflicts were presented at the Constitutional Convention? 

 

16. What was the VA Plan, NJ Plan, the Great Compromise, 3/5 Compromise 

 

17. Explain separation of powers, division of powers, checks & balances, electoral college 

 

18. What were the major arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists for and against ratifying the Constitution? 

 

19. What were the Federalist Papers and what effect did they have on ratification? 

 

20. Why did the states ratify the Constitution once a Bill of Rights was promised? 

 

21. What is the significance of the Bill of Rights? 

 

Unit Three:      

 

1. Who did G. Washington appoint to his cabinet? 

 

2. What was the debate bt Jefferson and Hamilton? What did their disagreement lead to? 

 

3. What was the Judiciary Act of 1789? 

 

4. What was the Whiskey Rebellion and what was the fed. Govt.’s response? 

 

5. Why did Washington make a Declaration of Neutrality in 1793? 

 

6. What were Washington’s warnings to the country during his farewell address? 



 

7. The VA and KY resolutions were a response to what acts? 

 

8. How does the principle of judicial review work? What Supreme Court Case affirmed this point? 

 

9. What was the offense behind the XYZ Affair? What was the American public’s response? 

 

10. Describe how each of the following altered the shape of the nation: 

 a. Louisiana Purchase 

 b. War of 1812 

 c. Convention of 1818 

 d. Adams-Onis Treaty 

 e. Monroe Doctrine 

 f. Trail of Tears 

 

11. Describe the “Era of Good Feelings” 

 

12. How did Clay’s “American System” work? 

 

13. What was the controversy about the Election of 1824? How was a president chosen? 

 

14. What actions did Andrew Jackson take that earned him the nickname “King Andrew the First” 

 

15. How did the name “Whig” party sum up some people’s view of Jackson’s presidency? 

 

Unit Four:      

 

1. What were some of the industrial and transportation improvements from 1820-1860? 

 

2. Who were Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau? What was their philosophical/literary movement? 

 

3. What was the Second Great Awakening? 

 

4. What were the beliefs of Frederick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner? 

 

5. Who was Elizabeth Cady Stanton? Why did the Women’s Movement grow out of the Abolitionist movement? 

 

6. What was meant by the term “manifest destiny”? How do each of the following relate to or exemplify this philosophy: 

 a. Texas and Oregon 

 b. Election of 1844 

 c. Mexican War 

 d. California Gold Rush 

 e. Gadsden Purchase 

 

7. What was the nativist movement (nativism) 

 
8. How do the compromises of 1820, 1833, & 1850 as well as the Kansas-Nebraska Act bring the U.S. to the brink of war? 

 

9. What are the issues driving these acts of Congress? 

 



10. What issues and events caused people to form the Republican Party? What effect did this new party have on American politics? 

 

11. What effect did the Dred Scott Supreme Court decision have on slaves, freed men, and abolitionists? 

 

12. What was the main subject in the Lincoln-Douglas debates? How did these debates affect the abolitionists? 

 

13. Why did SC secede? Why did the other states secede? 

 

14. What was Lincoln’s position on slavery? 

 

15. What issues led to the Emancipation Proclamation? What were the immediate results of the Proclamation? What effect did if have 

after the war? 

 

16. What were Robert E. Lee’s opinions on secession? Why does he choose the path he took during the Civil War? 

 

17. What were the advantages & disadvantages of each side in the Civil War? How do these explain why the Confederacy lost the war? 

 

18. Considering that Lee was in charge of just one of the Confederate armies, why was his surrender so important to the overall 

course of the war? 

 

19. Why did Sherman take Atlanta and burn much of GA in his March to the Sea? 

 

20. How did the lives of African-Americans in the South change in the 10 years after the war ended? 

 

21. What group took control of Reconstruction? How was the South managed during Reconstruction? 

 

22. What programs were put in place to help the newly-freed and poor whites during Reconstruction? 

 

23. How did Reconstruction end? What power did African-Americans have in the South when Reconstruction ended? 

 

24. Describe the economies of the North & South both before and after the war. Who was better off after the war and why? Why 

was the other side worse off? 

 

Unit Five:      

 

1. How does life change for rural people after the Civil war through 1900? 

 

2. How does life change for urban people after the Civil War through 1900? 

 

3. What problems do cities have to deal with from the Civil War through 1900? 

 

4. What are monopolies and how did they affect the U.S. economy? 

 

5. What are labor unions and what were their main goals in this time period? 

 

6. What technologies and social issues pushed the U.S. to spread west? 

 

7. Who were living in the western areas of the U.S. as settlers moved west and what happened to them? 

 

8. Who were homesteaders and what were their lives like? 



 

9. What effects do Jim Crow laws have on African-Americans in this era? 

 

10. What effect do the “new” immigrants have on the U.S.? Why do Americans react differently to them compared to the “old” 

immigrants? 

 

11. What was decided in the Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court Case? What did this decision mean to African-Americans? 

 

12. What did W.E.B. DuBois want African-Americans to do? What were his arguments for this? What did he do to further his goals? 

 

13. What did Booker T. Washington want African-Americans to do? What were his arguments for this? What did he do to further his 

goals? 

 

14. What were the arguments over gold versus the bimetal currency standards? 

 

15. Who were the major politicians involved in this debate? 

 

16. What types of people were involved in the Populist Movement? What did they want? What changes did they cause in American 

politics? 

 

17. What was the “Square Deal”? What programs did it include and what President sponsored it? 

 

18. What was the “New Freedom”? What programs did it include and what President sponsored it? 

 

19. What steps did Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Woodrow Wilson each take to end monopolies and trusts? What 

acts did Congress pass against these practices? 

 

20. What role do Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Woodrow Wilson play in federal conservation efforts? 

 

 

 

 

 


