
Quick-Write: 9/4 

• When Britain controlled the colonies, 

France tried several times to take control 

of North America. Imagine what North 

America might be like today if France 

had succeeded. What would we eat, 

wear, do for fun? What would we 

believe? 



The War Begins 
• French build Fort Duquesne in Ohio Valley, 

land claimed by Virginia 
• In 1754, George Washington is sent to evict 

French; is defeated 
• French & Indian War begins—4th war between 

Britain & France 
Early French Victories 
• General Edward Braddock’s army ambushed 

near Fort Duquesne 
• 1755–1756, British lose repeated battles to 

French, native allies 
 





Pitt and the Iroquois Turn the Tide 
• William Pitt helps British win battles; sends 

50,000 men; Iroquois join British 
• In 1759, British capture of Quebec leads to victory 

in war  
• Treaty of Paris ends war (1763); land divided 

between Britain, Spain 
 
Victory Brings New Problems 
• Ottawa leader Pontiac fears loss of land; captures 

British forts 
• British use smallpox as weapon; NAs greatly 

weakened 
• Proclamation of 1763—colonists cannot settle west 

of Appalachians 
 



Remember Smallpox? 



British Policies Anger Colonists 

• Halt to western expansion upsets colonists 

• Tensions in Massachusetts increase over 
crackdown on smuggling 

• Searches of ships, businesses, homes allowed 

 



• Colonists feel threatened by British troops 
stationed in colonies 

• Prime Minister George Grenville sets policies 
to pay war debt  

• Parliament passes Sugar Act (1764): 
•  duty on foreign molasses halved 

• new duties placed on other imports 

• smuggling cases go to vice-admiralty court 

 



ACT What did it do? How did the colonists respond? 

Sugar Act (1764) - Duty on foreign molasses cut in half 

- New duties placed on other imports 

- Smuggling cases tried in vice-admiralty 

courts 

- Resentment increases 

- More calls for representation in 
Parliament 

Stamp Act (1765) - Requires stamped paper for 

documents, printed items, playing cards, 
dice, etc… 

- Violators tried in vice-admiralty courts 

- Samuel Adams helps found the Sons 

of Liberty, secret resistance group 

- Colonists boycott British goods until 
Stamp Act is repealed 

Townshend Acts (1767) - Levy taxes on imported goods (an 

indirect tax) such as glass, lead, paint, & 
tea 

- Boycott of British goods 

- Women stop importing luxury items 

The Tea Act (1773) - Granted the British East India Company 

the right to sell tea to the colonies free 

of the taxes that colonial tea sellers had 

to pay 

- The Tea Party: disguised as Indians, 

rebels dump 18,000 pounds of tea into  

The Intolerable Acts (1774) - Shut down  

- Quartering Act: soldiers are housed in 

vacant private homes 

- put under Martial Law 

- First Continental Congress meets in  

- Drew up a declaration of colonial rights 

- If the British used force, the colonies 
would fight back 



Your task is to create a bumper sticker that PROTESTS one 

of the “acts” of taxation the British imposed on the 

colonists. Remember that bumper stickers are designed to 

catch someone’s attention – they may contain visuals or 

words or both, but they deliver a concise message. Catchy 

slogans are usually suited to bumper stickers. Be sure to use 

ink OR color on your bumper sticker!  

EFFORT = GRADE 



The War for Independence 



The Beginnings of Rebellion 

The Colonies Organize to Resist Britain 

• The Stamp Act 

 • Stamp Act (1765)—requires  
stamped  paper for documents,  
printed items 

• Stamp Act Protests 

 • Samuel Adams helps found Sons of Liberty, secret 
 resistance group  

 • Colonists boycott British goods until Stamp Act 
 repealed 

 • Parliament repeals Stamp Act  
 

 

 





The Townshend Acts 
• Townshend Acts (1767) 

levy duties on imported 

materials, tea 

• Colonists enraged; 

organizes boycott 

• Women stop buying 

British luxuries 

  



Tension Builds in Massachussetts 
• The Boston Massacre 

 • Boston Massacre (1770)—mob throws 

stones, British fire, kill five  

 • Committees of correspondence 

discuss threat to freedom, form network 

 



 



The Boston Tea Party 
• The Boston Tea Party 

•  1773 Tea Act lets East India Company 

 avoid tax, undersell colonists 

 • colonists dump 18,000 lbs. tea in 

 harbor 



 



The Intolerable Acts 
• The Intolerable Acts 

 • 1774, Parliament passes Intolerable Acts as 

 response to Tea Party  

 • Acts close Boston Harbor, quarter soldiers 

 • Boston under martial law 

 • First Continental Congress claims colonial 

 rights, supports protests 

 



Fighting Erupts at Lexington & Concord 
• ‘To Concord, By the Lexington Road’ 

 • Minutemen begin to stockpile firearms, 1775 

• “The Regulars Are Coming!” 

 • Paul Revere, William Dawes, Samuel 

 Prescott warn leaders, townspeople 

• “The Shot Heard ‘Round the World” 

 • British shoot minutemen in Lexington; kill 8 

 • 3,000–4,000 minutemen ambush British in 

 Concord 

 



Primary Source Analysis 

• Read the 3 primary source documents 

• Answer the questions on your own 

paper! 

• Work individually 

• Write down any words/phrases you don’t 

understand, so we can clarify 

• Be prepared to discuss! 



Quick-Write: 9/7 

• Make an 

educated 

guess as to 

what each 

circled 

item is or 

represents 



What is a political cartoon? 

A political cartoon is a cartoon that makes a point about a political issue or 

event. 

What topics do political cartoons address? 

Could include economics, politics, social issues/events, prominent individuals. 

How can you tell what the message of the political cartoon is? 

By observing and analyzing the images and text. 

What is a thesis? 

A main idea put forward for discussion, such as in a paragraph, an essay, or a 

cartoon. 

What is point of view? 

A person’s belief or judgment on an issue. 

How might point of view affect a political cartoonist? 

A cartoonist will be guided by his or her point of view. Cartoonists might only 

express their own beliefs on an issue, or they might take the point of view of 

others into consideration. 



Quick-Write: 9/10 

• Write down everything you already know about 
George Washington! 

• Questions for reading: 
• What qualities does Washington have, according to 

Congress, that make him the choice for this job? 

• Why would each of those qualities make 
Washington a good commander? 

• What are some of the duties & requirements 
Washington must perform as army commander? 

• How long will Washington hold the job as army 
commander? 

• How might things have turned out differently if 
Washington had not been chosen to lead the 
Continental Army? 



Ideas Help Start a Revolution 

The Colonies Hover Between Peace and War 

• The Second Continental Congress 

 • Second Continental Congress meets 
 Summer 1775 in Philadelphia: 

       - debate independence 

   - recognize militiamen as Continental  
    Army  

  - appoint George Washington commander  

  - print paper money to pay troops 



Assembly room at Independence Hall 



• The Battle of Bunker Hill 

 • British troops attack militia north of Boston, 

 June 1775 

 • Costly British win 

• The Olive Branch Petition  

 • Congress sends Olive Branch Petition; last 

 ditch effort at peace  

 • George III rejects petition, orders naval 

 blockade 

 

 





Declaring Independence 
• Congress urges each colony to 

form their own government 

• Congress appoints a 
committee to prepare a formal 
declaration of independence 

• Virginia lawyer Thomas 
Jefferson is chosen to write it  

• The Declaration of 
Independence: a formal 
statement of separation from 
Great Britain 



Declaring Independence 

• Declaration is based on John Locke’s ideas: 

• people have natural rights to life, liberty, property 

• people consent to obey a govt. that protects rights 

• people can resist or overthrow govt.  

• “All men are created equal”: free citizens are 

political equals  

• July 4, 1776: delegates adopt declaration 



 



Americans Choose Sides 
• Loyalists and Patriots 

• Loyalists—oppose independence, loyal to Crown 

• Patriots, almost half of population, support 
independence 

 

• Taking Sides 
• Groups divided: Quakers, African Americans on 

both sides 

• Native Americans support British 

 





American Revolution: Cause and Effect 

• Causes you must work with: 

• Stamp Act passed 

• Boston Massacre kills 5 colonists 

• Intolerable Acts passed 

• “Battles” of Lexington & Concord 

• Explain each cause – explain each effect 

with complete sentences 



Quick-Write: 9/12 

• Read the information on Yankee Doodle 

• On your Quick-Write sheet, list as many 

other songs about WAR that you can 

think of 



The War Moves to the Middle States 

• Battle of New York 
• 32,000 British soldiers & Hessians (German 

mercenaries)take NY in summer 1776 

• Many of Washington’s recruits killed; the army 
retreats to Pennsylvania 

• The Battle of Trenton 
• Christmas 1776: Washington crosses the 

Delaware River into New Jersey 

• Washington surprises the enemy troops & the 
Americans win the Battle of Trenton  

• Huge morale boost! 
  

 

 





 

The BOSS 



• The Fight for Philadelphia 
• British General Howe takes the U.S. capital 

at Philadelphia; the Continental Congress 
flees the city 

• Victory at Saratoga 
• Britsh Gen. John Burgoyne leads the British 

troops south from Canada  

• Surrounded at Saratoga by the Americas,  
Burgoyne surrenders (1777) 



A Turning Point  

• Since 1776, the French have been secretly 
sending weapons to the Americans 

• The French recognize American 
independence; Franklin works at a formal 
military alliance 

 

Winter at Valley Forge 
• Valley Forge—site of Continental Army’s winter 

camp (1777–1778) 

• Of 10,000 soldiers, more than 2,000 die of 
cold & hunger 

 
 



Continental soldiers at Valley Forge 



Colonial Life During the Revolution 
• Financing the War 

 • Congress sells bonds to investors & foreign 
 governments 

 • Congress prints paper money (Continentals) 
which causes inflation (rising prices) 

 • Leads to Profiteering: selling scarce goods for 
profit  

 



 



Civilians at War 
 • Women manage homes, businesses  

 • Many women go with troops to wash, 

 cook & mend; some fight  

 • Thousands of African-American slaves 

 escape to cities and the frontier  

 • Around 5,000 African-Americans serve in 

the Continental Army 

 • Natives Americans try to stay out of the 

conflict 

 



Winning the War 
European Allies Shift the Balance 

• Successful diplomacy (by B. Franklin) 

secures France as an ally 

•  French help with training the 

Continental Army 

• Marquis de Lafayette: joins 

Washington at Valley Forge  

 

 



The British Move South 
• Early British Success in the South 

• In 1778, the British take Savannah; a royal governor 
is reinstated in GA 

• British troops smash through SC 

• African-Americans escape their Patriot owners & 
join the British to win freedom 

• By 1781, Continental Armies in the Carolinas begin 
to win battles 

• A weakened British general Cornwallis gets 
reinforcements & sets up camps at Yorktown 



The British Surrender at Yorktown 
• Victory at Yorktown 

• French army lands in Newport, Rhode Island in 1780 

• Lafayette’s plan: French & Americans will 

attack the British at Yorktown  

• The French navy defeats the British & 

blockades Chesapeake Bay 

• American & French troops siege the town of 

Yorktown 

• Cornwallis surrenders in October 1781 

 



The British surrender at Yorktown 



Seeking Peace 
• 1782 peace talks include U.S., Britain, France, 

Spain 

• American negotiators: John Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, John Jay  

• Treaty of Paris signed September 1783: 
• confirms U.S. independence 

• sets boundaries of new nation 

• ignores NA rights 

• promises repayment of debts   

• But…no date set for British evacuation of 
forts in U.S. 

 



The War Becomes a Symbol of Liberty 

• The Impact on American Society 

• War promotes egalitarianism—belief in equality of 

all people 

• Equality for white men; women do not gain rights 

• African Americans still enslaved; those who are free 

face discrimination  

• Planters in upper South debate morality of slavery  

• NAs continue to be forced off their lands 

• The Challenge of Creating a Government 

• U.S. tries to create govt. by the people: no king! 


